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IN THE SECOND DISTRICT COURT OF WEBER COUNTY,
STATE OF UTAH

STAT 4, ~'S SEN
NDI
Plai 0. 241
VS.
SHA CAMILL DER
2, by and { uty Weber County Atto iad.
V. Mc 2by provides til sentei . The

morandum is to further inform the Court as to the aggravating factors underlying this case.

Shane Peterson has entered a guilty plea to a five count Amended Information. With thi

P e Defendant’s stipulation to the imposition of consecutive prison sentences the
agree and to Aggravated Murder or Murder.

Serit > are afforded “wide latitude and discretion in sente V.
Helms, 2002 UT 12, licitly authorized by < - of these

sentences consecutively. U.C.A. §76-3-401(5). Where, as Is the case here, the Defendant agreed



to a plea and stipulated to consecutive sentences in order to avoid the risk of a much higher

penalty, the Court should give heavy consideration to the negotiated plea. Utah Code instructs

that the Court, when considering whether to impose consecutive or concurrent sentences, shall
consider the “gravii \ces of the offenses, the riuim 1 the history,
character ative needs of the defendant.” U.C.A. § 76-3-401(2). \\ xse
facto considered, the Court is not required to weigh all of them equally. Foi

G ly sentence consecutive on a less egregious case based on the history of the defe
onversely, based on the nature of the criminal conduct, the Court can sentence

isecutively despite there being no prior criminal history. In addition to the statutory guides,

e Ut ssion on Crir uveni! 1 Agg d
Mitige nstance ich fu I the Coul orm ic X
aggra am
1) ntial monetary L
alti hibited in his letter to his te igni’ ot only did
| show an aj ‘ramimic il of
; he had a full pc succe careerinan,

endeavors had he survived. Any identifiable amount of monetary loss at this point is
necessarily speculative. However, the potential that he showed for contributions to
''v, community, and career leads to the conclusion that a monetary loss of som
artain. In the event his life had just been allowed to flourish the lo

contil !likely have reached into millions.



2) Offense caused substantial physical or psychological injury to the victim

As discussed in greater detail below, Gavin suffered serious physical and psychological
injury, leading ultimately to his death. Tn this case M.P_ suffered both physical and
psychologic  gwn abuse but also coiitin ving the pain and
tort zin lived in the last years of his life. Additionally, ! 5 received
won that B.P. has also suffered serious emotional trauma and will i rs of
inseling. The report from Dr. Laskey provides insight into the studies of victin
torture as well as the impact on siblings.

Offense characterized by extreme cruelty or depravity_

[so discusse i det lant is ical father to all
the nan .. He aint Who wi posed , protect, teach,
th 5. Instead, [, “nunished”, treated | utter contempt
air humanity al »arent d abandon their
5 nvolved tv ictime
2 three named iS casc

Offense involved activity which occurred over a significant period of time

We know from the living siblings of Gavin that more subtle forms of abuse began
lier, but the physical abuse, neglect, food restriction, and isolation began appro:

ior to Gavin’s death — ongoing brutalization of the child for nearly half



Gravity and Circumstances of the Offenses

The Defendant entered a guilty plea to Child Abuse Homicide, a First Degree Felony for

the death of Gavin. On July @, 2024 taw enforcement responded to 2 911 call that Gavin had
fallen in the bathtu! 2sponsive. Police reports aiid { w Shane
Peterson v that Gavin “was not breathing” at 14:17. At 14:17 Sha! vas
also: wecall 9117 ... we don’t know what to do.”

:spite being advised Gavin wasn’t breathing and asked if 911 should be called and
ioned, it took twenty-one minutes from when Shane Peterson was informed that Gavin

sn’t breathing to when the 911 call was initiated at 14:38 hours. Law enforcement emergency

ervic at14:41 ho mint cuel vin
unres d cold 1. Mes wveen Sharne son a fendant were
delete 1 2r Gavin wa onsive. Phone recc 1 call
betwe ' Nichole Scott w aftel nessage
Gavin g That call lasted for 11 minut 5eCo the call was
comp ‘911 was 1:38.0 911 unti

ome cking mechanis *hed al fidden.

her investigation revealed that there had been video surveillance cameras in the room to

» Gavin’s movements through the cell. Shane was aware of the video surveillance

el and had access to surveil the child, although searches showed he had deleted *
applic: his phone.

Additic >f text messages between Shane Peterson = nt,
Nichole Scott, showead a Jile message



between the two displayed their disgust over Gavin’s need for glasses -- with Shane Peterson

exclaiming “to hell with that little ass.”1

Dr. Antoinette L. Laskey, a hoard certified child abuse pediatrician concluded that Gavin
was the victim of r 1g. 1he cause of suffering inciuc nand
starvation ! gan failure. Dr. Laskey’s report observes: “The informat in
this carly consistent with severe psychological abuse, physical ralnutrition
< 'y to food restriction and child torture.” (Emphasis in the original). | tional

ym the treatment Gavin received was horrific. Again, Dr. Laskey’s report observes:

Considering the psychological abuse GP endured, being isolated from children at school,

ontact with 2 rictior fant mon 1 cameras,

3 allowed tc ies, ! , b ed of love,

ical care lave b 1 his ‘report of

ol con’ J/asan normal chiid who was point of

gic: He woul n cognizant of what wa 8,

Is 1S wrong anc in his life who he /e been able

gs were in fact
ionin 2020 found ! anisn n’s room

was re keep him s the room, Shane was ¢ nsta oh and
nckin sm properly t¢ 1 the i room

‘investigation of Gavin’s death, the officers determined the door of Gavin’s cell/room had the

3 mechanism reversed to keep Gavin from leaving the room despite DCFS mandating that

¢ s mechanism be made available to unlock from inside the room. On the day of
Gavii "n-defendants switched the locking mechanism back to appropriate ins
before call litionally, Shane Peterson allowed the use of illegal cont Lnces

11t is important to note that many of Shane’s text messages involving GAVIN had been deleted and it was not until
much later in the investigation when all the phone records were compared that it became apparent.
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in the home as it was openly used and the children in the home exposed not only to illegal

substances but to impaired adults.

Throughout the in rished and
underweight. Tt )1 iext messages and interviews with tiic M.P. and
C.P.,inve arned that Gavin’s diet was restricted to mustard and cheese s and
wat nally including mustard as it was known he found it repugnant. Even at the

mount, Shane would not take the food to Gavin, making Tyler take him the food and

so pled guilty nts of / "huse co! riod of one
and a forthee «d ph of onall guilty to
one c( Srav \buse for nerpetrated against M. NO-year
perioc germent of a C he expc itrolled
subst: [ the home.
Numb
e ii .vcstigation in this case Caiiie about as a resull Gi the pl‘OlOﬂgcu dbuse, woidie, ailt

ate death of twelve-year-old Gavin. However, Gavin is but one of three named victims in

nded Information. As a result of the extended investigation in this case, it became

apy. ' the older sister of Gavin, identified for purposes of this document as M.P., !
subjecte fthe same abuse while living with the Defendant and co-Defe
Further, the ele 2!f-brother of Gavin, B.P. was the victim of Jerment to

the controlled substances



GAVIN

Gavin was a twelve-year-old child at the time of his death. His immediate cause of death
was listed as “complicatic include “decubitus
ulcers, dehydra! ¢ aind acute pneumonia.” The sepsis was v the
untreate .d / or the ingestion of his own feces. He had decreased abac
sub > fat and thinning of the chest and knee regions, all of which are consistent

tion. The manner of death was ruled a Homicide.

Gavin had many wounds on his body at the time of his death, including severe sores on

s loy Ipper back, hi rs, elt lealso ha r of
perfec njuries it anun' liple « and
abras 5 his V.

~dition of Gaviri ¢ nly e rt of the
story Lt Shane Peterson and his co- . Up lin the
home yund Gaviri e floor of the bathr elyr

uch ‘esponsive. Oftic iately | 25 as wel

in appeared. After approximately 15 minutes of life-saving efforts, first-responders were
1ble to get a faint pulse and rushed him to the hospital, where one of the doctors remark
tc rcement that Gavin had suffered complete organ failure. Shane commented at
hospit in had had a seizure a few weeks prior to his death but they did not
medical carc -defendant reported that shortly after that seizure nade a

statement to the eiic ften” Gavin un and 5 because he

was going to die. Despite having that awareness, Shane did not seek out medical care for Gavin,



choosing instead to continue the isolation and maltreatment of Gavin. During autopsy the
Medical Examiner noted that Gavin had Hippocampal Neuronal Loss, Chronic, of the Left
Hippocampus. The Neuropathn!ogy report indicates that this may occur in the setting of seizures

and epilepsy but m >quence of other etiologies 1! njury.

T - conducted a search of the small Peterson home2, finding a |
diff sne of the bedrooms from the rest of the home. Gavin’s room, unlike the ot
the home had no carpeting. The floor was painted plywood subfloor with blue tape

ing out a box of less than three feet long and wide. They located cords which led them to

ispect that the room had contained surveillance cameras and, ultimately those cameras were
.ocate 1in the ba he p! PICY: lack, foul
smelli similz ck stair lerneath Gavin once his removed
from 1 [ s also noted home there v family
photo of B.P. as well as iic 2 refl P.’s school
progre lades w much B.P. was loved; ¢ oto
nhoto e, or school ¢ of Gav ot exi

one aowiitoads reflected similaity withi iuii videos ¢f B.F., iamily vacatioiis, aiid iuii outiigs,

of which included Gavin. The only images or videos of Gavin were of him locked in the
2g in a dirty diaper, covered in feces and wounds. The only text messages regarding
Ga. “how much they hated him, how terrible he was, and the torture they enjoy

putting |

2The home is estimated to be under 1000 square feet with two bedrooms, one bathroom, a living room and a
kitchen.



A search of the phones belonging to the three co-defendants revealed a horrifying pattern
of starvation, isolation, and abuse, both psychological and physical. There were screenshots and
photos that showed Gavin laying on the floor wearing only a tattered diaper and covered in feces,
some of them shov s own Teces. There were vide ing on the
door which >d to commands to tell Gavin to get back inside his bius re.
There sages about putting an old radio in his room and turning up really loud t
t! ne hated in order to drown out the sound of his knocking and pleas. Throughout,

s never a mention of Gavin’s name, rather they referred to him only as “assbag” and othe

oratives. There is a record in the phones of enforced exercise, humiliation, food restriction,

nd o ological tort: wre > vide and text
mess: 1at Gavi 2 hum cyes, aiic s not tr 1 even the
slight co zncy. Gavi 'owed to wear clothing eftina
diape ared from the st v the ¢ 5
disint it ot afforded even the luxuiy le tc restroom
when I to and w¢ punished for making e ro

ome 1 more care the s affor Larticul

'd as can be seen in what he wrote for a school assignment.

M.P.

described how Shane Peterson would come home from work and Nic!
would tell n day, including her acts of abuse on the children. M.P st to
live with her mom ¢ he abuse which would on! rther anger

and further abuse which M.P. €jp0ils Snaiie Peieisoi Would waich witnout intervening. She



describes recognizing that Shane would never come to her rescue when he watched Nichole beating
her, including repeatedly punching her in the face. Shane was also an active participant in the abuse,
forcing M.P. to kneel on bags of rice for hours and also imposing exc assive exercise on her. The
abuse of M.P. star 5 12 and continued untit siic to go live with her
biological | she was nearly 14 years old. Both M.P. and her mct a day M.P.
was ¢ . the doorstep of her mother. Melanie found M.P. thin and frail witi nd a
S ad. Perhaps M.P.’s salvation was that she would run away from the abuse, leadin
iforcement and DCFS involvement, which Shane and co- Defendant did not like. The in

| condition of M.P., had it continued, would have led to a circumstance which they could not me

P ex As such, sh sed | as the household. M.F

was to wat lttle aavin, oe used e and her own
psych ain Petersor nothing to protect € 1em. Gavin was
appro hen this started >rape 3 years.

Along with his living half siblings, B.P. was victimized not only through the exposure to
lled substances, but also by the life-long exposure to an abusive household. As early as
i de, the disparate treatment between Gavin and B.P. was apparent as the school
notifi v should not allow the two to be together during their time at school. T
to the sepa Yol there was a clear delineation at home, particular! st year

of Gavin’s life as b.! reely move about the hous G in family
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events and trips while Gavin was restricted to a small bedroom with a bare-painted-plywood

floor, and frequently forced to stand for hours within the confines of the blue taped box.

A friend of the fami hin with Shane
Peterson which | g together, barbeque dinners, and pul season
passes t s relationship occurred over a period of three-and-a-half yea! led
atti > a week get togethers. He was dumbfounded to find out that Gavin had be

along yet not included in these social gatherings. Gavin was never seen or mentione
2 gatherings although the rest of the family, including B.P. and Tyler, regularly attended.

:ane Peterson saw that the family, with the exception of Gavin, enjoyed season passes to the

_agoo 1ent Park. ! itne: tan d abuse of
his ha that = ad apr yact on his youing mind. ted in the
repor \ askey:
rture, the other siblings a! 2 the being told
sibling hat is happening, sometin the participate in
e by taunti s, eatil front of tt 3 the
or engaging i buse ol n. Wh
ppen, the surviving chi '0 scaj n ulame an
suffering.

of these child victims were supposed to be nurtured in a loving home. Instead, the milieu

‘h Shane Peterson presided was nothing short of a prolonged death camp for Gavin

Secondary Victims

As witl cases, there are secondary victims impacted ! L Gavin.

In this case, the secoiic biologi tiied to get Gavin

11



back into her custody. She blames herself, despite the fact that she had no ability to stop the

abuse where Shane refused to allow her to even see Gavin since 2019.

This case has far-r hus driver who tried
to sneak Gavin ¢ > lie noticed that Gavin was very skinny a ned
hungry. S s co-defendant responded to this by taking away Gavin’s bac
givi \y a clear backpack so that he was unable sneak food back home. Gavin wa

1 every time he brought home food, causing him to tell concerned people that he cou
ake their kind offerings. School staff noticed Gavin would stand by the garbage cans and

1en he thonoht he was unseen would find and eat discar ded food. Teachers and lunch ladies at

the sc 1oticed his ind t i tel iforcement
that C 1app sldirty, 'd his eyes seeinied sunl dark. Staff
and te ) ney to his lun I sothat hew )le to eat
lunch nd themselves. Siia rson p feeding
him. V ool e ncerns to Shane about Ga ldm Jses, telling
them ared from tra rior ab 5 mot

fered inieiital nealth resources ioi Gaviii wiiich Shiane denicd. Anytime the scihicot iiade

1ct with Shane or Nichole about concerns for Gavin, he would be kept out of school,

1es for several days. The school personnel were concerned for Gavin’s health and wit!

the nutrition that they were seeing, they made reports to DCFS. To stop the rep
from sci 1el, Shane and Nichole took Gavin out of school in May of 2027 y
isolating him 1 o could intervene. Shane also rebuffed the > to

12



investigate reports of abuse and neglect in the home by refusing to allow them to enter his home

after November of 2020.
History lant.
Shane h _ustody of the Weber County Jail since 1 'as are
givena“ I to access the phone system. A recent review of the Weber C
phc ' revealed that since the release of Tyler in March, Shane in violation of jail |

i consistently using Tyler’s assigned pin to make dozens of phone calls. Another basi

s that the inmates cannot have three-way calls. Early on in the case, investigators found

at Shane and 3 co-defendant were ahle to facilitate prohihited phone calls to each other through
a thirc on that dic thir pblo effort to
stopt itals showec had continued (0 engag ited
comn ‘ g the phone ¢ sicrules ar y this
Defen vn goals and pleasu! ) rule lations.
ored jail ¢ ately iollowing the Shar itry ¢ terson
tatec his plea he hac 0 “pus judge

ar’s pin for phone calls, the State has received information that Shane has used Tyler’s credit

umbers without authorization.

‘2 the State concedes that there is not a substantial criminal history for this

Defend laration of the history and character of the Defendant reflects a m no
consideratioi ~and welfare of his children, and no regard for s . Shane
Peterson appears to i1 ’chologi cver, as Gavin’s

biological father, Shane Peterson, a well-educated, forty-seven-year-old man, failed to provide

13



natural affection and care for his own son, and looked-on with approval as that child was starved,
secluded, dehumanized, and tortured in his own house and in front of Gavin’s siblings. Shane
Peterson’s ability to engage in appropr iate physical or mora ! decisions regarding the most

vulnerable among | r¢ii, does not appear to exist.

F se reasons, as well as the stipulation of the parties, the State

req this Court impose the maximum possible punishment in this case.

ifully submitted this 1st day of May, 2025

/s/ Letitia J. Toombs
Letitia J. Toombs,

v Webe ttorney
/s/ Kevin W.
Kevin W. McC
Deputy Webe ttorney
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CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Sentencing Memorandum,
was delivered via mail, emai! or the Court’s efile system to:

Logan Bus!
Jason'!

DATED J of May 2025

/s/ Letitia J. Toombs
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